
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Dear Members,  
  
A final reminder that our 2008 AGM takes place 
November 15th at the Delta Guelph Hotel.  Join us 
for a stimulating afternoon with special guest 
speakers Rene Van Acker and Al Mussell.  Visit the 
AIC website for details.   
  
AIC regrets to announce that Jean-Paul Laforest has 
resigned from the Board of Directors effective 
October 21st due to new obligations and 
commitments.  
                                                    Myles Frosst, CEO 
 
 
Paradigms are shoved, they don't just 
shift  
  
From its beginning AIC recognized the moral 
obligation of scientists and professionals working in 
agriculture to increase food production by improving 
agricultural techniques, varieties and technical 
inputs. To clearly promote this obligation, AIC 
adopted Food for All as its motto. 
  
The responsibility lives on today and is apparent in 
AIC's commitment to promoting agriculture as the 
sustainable resource base. For example, AIC's 
International Twinning Partnership Program (ITPP) 
provides a mechanism for sharing skills and 
expertise among agrologists across Canada and 
globally unites scientists and professionals from 
various disciplines under the same major goals - 
food security, poverty alleviation, sustainable 
agricultural practices and strengthening the capacity 
of agricultural organizations.  
  

  
 
The McGill Conference on Global Food Security, 
held September 24 to 26, was therefore of great 
interest to AIC.  An eclectic group of speakers and 
participants came from around the globe to share 
their experiences and expertise. 
  
 
 
 
 

 
 
Areas discussed included: 

• Voices from the Field  
• The World Food Situation  
• Underlying Factors  
• The International Response  
• Getting Food to the People - Success 

Stories, and  
• The Way Forward - Elements of a 

Framework for Managing the Crisis   

Tom Beach, AIC International Program Coordinator, 
participated in the conference.  Read his full 
conference report in the members only section of the 
AIC website and reflect on how you can help 
address the growing global problem of food security. 

 
AIC Accreditation Team Visits the UAE 

The Agricultural 
Institute of Canada 
was requested by the 
United Arab Emirates 
University (UAEU) to 
evaluate, under the 
AIC Accreditation 
Program, four 
undergraduate 
programs offered by the UAEU College of Food and 
Agriculture (CFA). These programs are as follows: 
horticulture, animal sciences, marine fisheries and 
agribusiness.   

The UAE-CFA vision is to become the premier 
college of food and agriculture in the region through 
excellence in education research and service. The 
ambition is bold; thus the need for an internationally 
recognized accreditation of their programs as a step 
toward attracting the requisite students and faculty. 
AIC was honoured to be invited to provide the 
evaluation.   

The site visit team was chaired by Dr. Bryan Harvey 
and included Dr. Gaston St. Laurent, Mr. George 
Jones and myself.  Dr. Harvey is Director of 
Accreditation for the AIC/OAQ and an experienced 
accreditor.  He is an emeritus professor of plant 
sciences at the University of Saskatchewan.  Dr. St. 
Laurent is also an experienced accreditor including 
chairmanship of a site visitation team.  He is an 

October 2008 



emeritus professor of animal sciences at Laval 
University.  George Jones is also an experienced 
accreditor, having chaired several site visitation 
teams and is an agribusiness finance specialist.  The 
site visitation took place October 12-16, 2008. 

The UAE 
philosophy is to 
offer the highest-
quality programs 
which provide the 
country with well-
qualified marketable 
graduates in the 
various disciplines 

in the fields of agriculture, food science, 
agribusiness, human nutrition and health. Seeking to 
diversify the economy and to build on their research 
strengths, especially in sustainable agriculture in an 
arid land context, AIC was honoured to be invited to 
provide the evaluation and make recommendations.  
We look forward to working with the UAE University, 
and other foreign universities, on future projects as 
AIC continues to contribute to building capacity, here 
and abroad, for the wise use of the agri-resource 
base.  

Achieving Resilient Agricultural Systems 

The Canadian Institute for Environmental Law and 
Policy invites participation in their online forum, 
(http://csdforum.pbwiki.com/FrontPage) Achieving 
Resilient Agricultural Systems: Innovation, People 
and Partnerships. 
  
Your participation in the online forum will help inform 
discussion at CIELAP's 4th Partnering for 
Sustainability Workshop - Achieving Resilient 
Agricultural Systems: Innovation, People and 
Partnerships, to be held November 13/14.  Your 
input will also be referenced by governments, other 
stakeholders, and the Canadian delegation at the 
UN's Commission for Sustainable Development. 
  
The forum will be online from now until November 
11.  View short background papers, share comments 
on questions, share case studies, lessons learned, 
and best practices, and propose how to move 
forward on the workshop's sub-themes of Valuing 
Landscape Services (ecosystem goods and services 
and multi-functional uses of agriculture), Local Food 
Systems and Urban-Rural Linkages, and 
Agricultural Production Systems.   
  
Myles Frosst, AIC CEO, will be participating in the 
forum and encourages AIC members to do so as 
well. 

 

 

 

Passing of a Pioneer  
   
By Alastair Summerlee, President  
University of Guelph 
From the Guelph Mercury, October 21, 2008 
 
It is with regret that I announce Rick Richards, the 
former dean of the Ontario Agricultural College, died 
Sunday [October 19, 2008].  
  
Rick was a 1938 OAC graduate and was appointed 
its first dean in 1962. His legacy will be that he was 
one of the four principal academic leaders who 
shared in establishing U of G. After completing two 
terms as dean, he returned to teaching and retired in 
1981, and was a mentor and adviser to countless 
numbers of U of G students.  
  
Rick had a lifelong commitment to excellence in 
administration, teaching, research and extension. He 
spearheaded the construction of new facilities, 
provided leadership in the development of broader, 
more scientific programs and the expansion of 
faculty. 
  
He was also a pioneer in his field, creating the 
process of soil classification and mapping for 
Ontario. As a professional agrologist, he 
implemented plans for the Canadian Agricultural 
Research Council as its first president and was 
president of the Canadian Society of Soil Science, 
the Ontario Institute of Agrologists and the 
Agricultural Institute of Canada. He was also the 
Canadian representative to the United Nations Food 
and Agriculture Organization.  
  
In 1999, the University awarded Rick its Alumnus of 
Honour award. Rick and his wife, Mary, were also 
the first inductees into the Order of OAC in 1999. 
  
He will be sadly missed. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 


