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Can we fill all the future vacant positions in the work force
• Good bye to the Baby Boomers

http://www.statcan.gc.ca/tables-tableaux/sum-som/l01/cst01/labor20a-eng.htm

21%



• Canadian Gross Domestic Product
– 69% Services; 29% Industry; 2% Agriculture 

https://www.statista.com/statistics/271248/distribution-of-gross-domestic-product-gdp-across-economic-sectors-in-canada/



• Agriculture, 
fishing and 
and food,  
5% of 
exports

http://www.investorsfriend.com/canadian-
gdp-canadian-imports-and-exports/



• Percent of Canada’s workforce in Agriculture, ≈1.5%



Influences on students for studies and a future career? 

• Influential persons
– Parents
– Teachers
– Relatives
– Friends

• Media
– Social
– Internet
– Television
– Streaming 

movies/TV shows
– TED presentations

• Job experiences
– Summer and part-

time

https://shawglobalnews.files.wordpress.com/2016/09/jobsdemand21.jpg?quality=70&strip=all&strip=all



Envisaging Students to a 
Future Career in Agricultural Science

• How do we help students 
have a positive mental 
image of agriculture, and 
visualize agriculture as a 
career, in advance of 
decisions on what they 
field they will study?  

• Help them consider 
working in agriculture.



How can Agriculture 
Reach out to Students?

• Agriculture in the Classroom, in many 
provinces

• Science Curriculum
– Depends on the province when they include 

agriculture related topics
– Opportunities

• Agriculture week
• Grade 3 Science - Soils
• Grade 4 Science - Crops and Food
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Tom Jensen, 
Agriculture Scientist, 
Crop Production

Grade 4 Science

http://www.ipni.net/


Why do we eat food?



Food comes from Farms



Chloroplasts make sugar (glucose), using 
sunlight. This is called Photosynthesis



Farmers have fields of soil



Farmers place seeds in the soil



The seeds germinate and grow



The seedlings grow into a crop



The crop grows through the 
summer and ripens in the fall



Farmers harvest the crop



Farmers sell the wheat grain, 
that is sold to make flour



Flour



Flour is used to make bread



Grinding wheat to make flour



Irish Soda Bread 
Crackers 

Mix as follows:
1. 100 ml milk 
+ 3 tablespoon of oil
In small container

2. Mix 200 ml flour 
+ 1 tablespoon sugar 
+ 1 teaspoon  baking soda
+ 1  baby spoon salt
In a bowl bowl

3. After dry ingredients are mixed 
add in the milk and oil mixture into the bowl, mix all 
together.

4. Spray plate with thin coat of PAM

5. Spread dough even on plate

6. Bake in microwave 5 minutes, watch out it is hot



University Classes
• Guest lectures

– Agriculture classes
• Agronomy
• Soil Fertility
• Soil Reclamation 
• Sustainable Agriculture

– Geography classes 
• Introductory Soils

– 50% Geography students, 30% Environmental Science 
students, 20% Agriculture Major Science Students

• Management of Agricultural Soils
– 50% agriculture science, 25% environmental science, 25% 

geography



Summer Jobs

• Research Centres
– Agriculture and Agri-

Food Canada
– Provincial Agriculture
– Private Industry

• Chemical companies
• Consulting agronomists
• Farm businesses
• Food processing
• Grain companies



A Great and Rewarding Career in Agriculture
for a little farm boy who liked science and agriculture



Additional information, 
Tom Jensen 
tjensen@ipni.net

Cell: 1-587-575-6978

IPNI website:www.ipni.net

mailto:tjensen@ipni.net

