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SCHEDULE AT A GLANCE

Fall 2020

THANK YOU TO OUR PARTNERS

SESSION #1 - Setting the stage: Importance of investments in agri-food research

and innovation and their Rol

November 10
1:00 - 2:30 pm ET

J.P. Gervais, Vice President and Chief Agricultural Economist, Farm
Credit Canada

Tom Rosser, Assistant Deputy Minister, Strategic Policy Branch,
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada

Andrew Schrumm, Senior Manager, Research, RBC Thought
Leadership

SESSION #2 - Is there an investment gap for agri-food research and innovation?

November 17
1:00 - 2:30 pm ET

Laurie Dmytryshyn, Chief of Equity Investments, PIC Investments
Lynne Godlien, CEO, Perennia Food and Agriculture

Dave Smardon, President and CEO, BioEnterprise

Alison Sunstrum, Founder & CEO, CNSRVX Inc

SESSION #3 - Venture capital and banking: How they work and what they want

November 24
1:00 - 2:30 pm ET

Warren Bergen, President, AVAC Ltd.
Eric Dillon, CEO, Conexus Credit Union
Andrew Heintzman, Managing Partner, InvestEco Capital Corp

SESSION #4 - A better investment climate: Government investment and taxation

December 1
1:00 - 2:30 pm ET

Dr. Emily Gray, Agriculture Policy Analyst, OECD

Carla Ventin, Senior Vice President, Food, Health & Consumer
Products of Canada

Jesse Vincent-Herscovici, Vice President, Business Development,
Mitacs

Lee Ann Walker, Assistant Deputy Minister, Research and Corporate
Services Division, Ontario Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural
Affairs

Agri-food Innovation Council gratefully acknowledges our partners for their generous

support.
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SPEAKER PROGRAM

SPEAKER PROGRAM

SESSION # 1 - TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 10™

Setting the stage: Importance of investments in agri-food research and
innovation and their Rol

1:00 p.m. — 2:30 p.m.
Moderated by: Dr. Tania Humphrey, Vice President, Research and
Development, Vineland Research and Innovation Centre

J.P. Gervais
Vice President and Chief Agricultural Economist, Farm Credit Canada (FCC)

J.P. has over 20 years of experience analyzing domestic and international agricultural
policies and markets, and his insights help guide strategy and monitor risk throughout
the corporation. In addition to acting as an FCC spokesperson on economic matters,
J.P. provides commentary on the agriculture industry through videos and the FCC Ag
Economics blog.

Tom Rosser
Assistant Deputy Minister, Strategic Policy Branch, Agriculture and Agri-Food
Canada

Mr. Tom Rosser joined Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) as the Assistant Deputy
Minister of Strategic Policy in January 2017. He is responsible for leading major policy issues
on behalf of the Department including Cabinet and intergovernmental affairs, implementing
the Food Policy for Canada, as well as economic analysis.

Earlier in his career, Tom held a number of positions in both the public and private sectors
related to economic and public policy analysis in natural resource sectors. This included assignments at NRCan,
Industry Canada and the Forest Products Association of Canada.

A British Chevening Scholar, Tom holds a Master of Science in Environmental and Resource Economics from the
University of London as well as Masters and Bachelor’s degrees in Public Administration from Carleton University in
Ottawa.

Andrew Schrumm
Senior Manager, Research, RBC Thought Leadership

Andrew Schrumm is Senior Manager, Research in RBC'’s Thought Leadership group where
he writes on education, labour markets and technology. He was author of the 2019 RBC
report, Farmer 4.0 report which examined the technology-driven growth and emerging
skills needs in agricultural production. Andrew holds degrees in Finance and in Political ;
Studies from Queen’s University, and previously worked on international financial regulatory coordination at the Ontario
Securities Commission and Centre for International Governance Innovation.

SESSION # 2 - TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 17™

Is there an investment gap for agri-food research and innovation?
1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Moderated by: Dr. Karen Churchill, President & CEO, Ag-West Bio

Laurie Dmytryshyn
Chief of Equity Investments, PIC Investments

Laurie is Chief of Equity Investment for PIC Investment Group Inc. (PIC). PIC owns eight
operating companies in a variety of industries, along with 22 minority investments.

Prior to PIC, Laurie was Executive Director of the Agriculture Council of Saskatchewan.
She has extensive Board experience in both the for-profit and non-profit sectors and holds
a Bachelor of Commerce Degree and an MBA from the University of Saskatchewan.

Lynne Godlien
CEO, Perennia Food and Agriculture

Lynne Godlien brings a unique marketing, business and adult education mix to her role as
CEO of Perennia Food and Agriculture Inc. Lynne provides leadership to the company’s
various service lines and teams, develops the strategy and vision for the company with the
board, and is the chief of team culture, business thinking and empowerment.

X
IS
Prior to becoming Perennia’s CEO, Lynne was Director of Marketing and Communications. N
Previous positions have included senior positions with the Province of Nova Scotia and the Province of Saskatchewan.

Dave Smardon
President and CEO, BioEnterprise

Dave Smardon is a forward-facing CEO, leading Canada’s food & agri-tech engine.
Under his guidance, BioEnterprise is navigating the shifting Canadian landscape of food,
agriculture, and clean technologies delivering deep impact through high-growth scaling
projects. Dave’s corporate background includes Apple Computer Inc., Texas Instruments,
angel investment and his own entrepreneurial pursuits. Dave believes in the potential of agri-tech to adopt emerging
technologies, and that the Canadian ecosystem can work together towards global leadership.

Alison Sunstrum
Founder & CEO, CNSRVX Inc.

Alison Sunstrum is Founder/CEO of CNSRV-X (Conserve X) a Canadian company
researching and applying blockchain technology in agriculture.

Alongside GrowSafe Systems Ltd Founder/co-CEO, Camiel Huisma, the two developed
an advanced data analytics machine learning platform that acquired data from individual _
animals and their environment. They grew their tech skunkworks from an Alberta garageto = W/l A lidim
global operations; leading a team of engineers, computer and animal specialists that received International recognition
for science-based innovation.
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SESSION # 3 - TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 24™

SPEAKER PROGRAM

SESSION # 4 - TUESDAY, DECEMBER 1°7

Venture capital and banking: How they work and what they want
1:00 p.m. — 2:30 p.m.
Moderated by: John Hyshka, President, Prairie Tide Diversified Inc.

Warren Bergen
President, AVAC Ltd.

Warren Bergen is President, AVAC Ltd., a venture capital company with >$100Million under
management. Warren is a member of the Limited Partner Advisory Committee for several
venture capital funds including iNovia Il, iNovia Ill, iNovia 2015 and Yaletown Ventures II.
He serves on the board of directors of privately held companies and the Alberta Machine
Intelligence Institute. He is the author of Swagger & Sweat — A Start-up Capital Bootcamp.

Eric Dillon
CEO, Conexus Credit Union

Eric Dillon is a leader within the cooperative finance movement in Canada and has worked
extensively to shape the credit union business model. Eric is a serial innovator having
been involved in some of the credit union systems recent innovations such as mobile
payments, venture capital, social impact financing and measuring financial wellness.

Eric is a lifelong learner having graduate degrees in business coupled with industry
education in governance, risk management and innovation.

Eric was recently recognized as a recipient of the 2019 Governor General of Canada Innovation Award. He currently
serves on the board of the Saskatchewan Roughriders Football Club, Concentra Bank and Economic Development
Regina.

Andrew Heintzman
Managing Partner, InvestEco Capital Corp

Andrew Heintzman is the managing partner and co-founder of InvestEco Capital, an impact
investment firm focused on investing in companies that promote health and sustainability in
the food sector. Andrew sits on a number of corporate boards, including Maple Hill Creamery,
NadaMoo, and Mama Earth Organics. Andrew is the author of The New Entrepreneurs: A
Building a Green Economy for the Future, published by The House of Anansi Press. Andrew '
has a BA and an MA from McGill University.

A better investment climate: Government investment and taxation

1:00 p.m. - 2:30 p.m. Moderated by: Dr. Rajasekaran Lada, Emeritus Professor, Faculty of

Agriculture, Dalhousie University

Dr. Emily Gray
Agriculture Policy Analyst, OECD

Emily Gray is an agricultural policy analyst and the thematic lead for Innovation and Digital
Agriculture in the OECD’s Trade and Agriculture Directorate. Since joining the OECD in
2015, Emily has worked on a range of issues including projects on risk and resilience in
agriculture, innovation systems in food and agriculture, and reviews of policies to improve
agricultural productivity and sustainability in OECD countries and Southeast Asia.

Carla Ventin
Senior Vice President, Food, Health & Consumer Products of Canada

Carla Ventin has been leading FHCP’s government relations from the Ottawa office for
more than 12 years, representing over 150 companies that manufacture and distribute
the vast majority of the food, beverage and consumer goods found on store shelves,
restaurants and in people’s homes.

She has experience in public affairs in the private, government and non-profit sectors in Canada and abroad, with
15 years specifically in agri-food. This included her work for two federal cabinet ministers including the Minister of
Agriculture, and abroad in Washington, DC and Hungary.

Jesse Vincent-Herscovici
Vice President, Business Development, Mitacs

Jesse Vincent-Herscovici has been a member of the Mitacs Business Development team
since 2009. As Vice-President, he is responsible for strategy and leads a large national
business development team.

Through his involvement in a breadth of industries ranging from telecommunications and micro-electronic
component distribution to niche haute couture labels, Jesse actively developed his relationship-centered approach
to business development.

Lee-Ann Walker
Assistant Deputy Minister, Research and Corporate Services Division, Ontario
Ministry of Agriculture, Food and Rural Affairs

Lee-Ann Walker is the Assistant Deputy Minister of the Research and Corporate Services
Division. Under her leadership, the division administers the OMAFRA / University of
Guelph Agreement, supports research knowledge translation and transfer, oversees the
provincially owned agri-food research infrastructure, and delivers research programs.
Lee-Ann also serves as the Director of Research for the Agricultural Research Institute
of Ontario.
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Canadian Science Publishing
Is the publisher of choice In
the agricultural sciences

Canadian Journal of Animal Science
Canadian Journal of Plant Science
Canadian Journal of Soil Science

Publish your next manuscript with us

cdnsciencepub.com
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Get next-generation software
for the next generation of farming

Track your fields and finances with all-new AgExpert software.
Try it for free at AgExpert.ca.

A & TRANSPARENCY.



https://cdnsciencepub.com/
https://www.fcc-fac.ca/en.html

INVESTING IN CANADA'S
GROWTH OPPORTUNITY.
TOGETHER.

Canada’s plant-protein sector is filled with growth opportunity.

Just a 20 per cent increase in value-added processing of the country’s
crops has the potential to lead to more than $12 billion added
annually to the economy.

To help achieve this potential, we're working with industry to invest
in projects that will develop new projects, processes and IP, and
create jobs across the country. Protein Industries Canada is
committed to investing $153 million into the plant-protein sector by
2023, and we're well on our way to achieving this goal.

By working together, we can continue adding value to Canada’s
agrifood sector. Learn how to work with our partners or become a
member by visiting proteinindustriescanada.ca.

WHAT WE'VE ACCOMPLISHED SO FAR:

®
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https://www.proteinindustriescanada.ca/

