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Who is the BCRC?
• Canada’s industry-led funding agency for beef, cattle and forage research and extension 
• Supporting research and extension with the greatest potential to improve the 

competitiveness and sustainability of the Canada’s beef cattle industry
• Funded by the Canadian Beef Cattle Check-off 

• Beef Science Cluster III
• Priority Research Programming
• Research Capacity in priority areas
• Proof of concept program
• Research surveillance networks (AMR, animal health)
• Knowledge dissemination and technology transfer
• Delivery of Verified Beef Production Plus (VBP+)

Programs



The BCRC is Producer-led
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Canadian Beef Industry Research & Extension Strategy 

Feed 
Efficiency, 

Production & 
Utilization 

Forage & 
Grassland 

Productivity 

Beef 
Quality 

Food 
Safety 

Environmental 
Sustainability 

Animal Health, 
Welfare, & 

Antimicrobial 
Use & 

Resistance

Consumer 
Confidence & 
Beef Demand 

Public Trust 

Economic 
Sustainability 
& Production 

Efficiency











Management & 
Science Coordination 

11%

Technology 
Transfer

7%

Environment & 
Forages 

28%

Feed Production 
& Efficiency

16%

Animal Health, 
Welfare & 

Antimicrobial 
Resistance

24%

Beef Quality & 
Food Safety

14%

Beef Science Cluster III Funding $21.6 million
$14.1 million government, $7.5 million industry
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Animal Health & Welfare

• Feedlot operators and vets: knew what their animal health priorities 
were clear and focused

• Cow-calf operators: did not know what their animal health research 
priorities should be



Western Canadian Cow-Calf Surveillance 
Network (2013-2018)

• Prevalence of trich, vibrio, Johne’s, 
bovine leukosis, neospora

• Gastrointestinal nematodes
• Antimicrobial use practices
• Pain management
• Trace mineral (Cu, Se, Mo) and 

vitamin A & E status and their 
association with soiltype, rainfall, 
and pregnancy rates



Benchmarking calving management practices

• ½ of preweaning death losses occur within 24 hours after birth and a 
large portion of those were attributed to calving difficulties

• Looked at uptake of best management practices for difficult births
• Timely assistance
• Effective calf resuscitation 
• Colostrum

• Explored not just what producers did, but they did it
• 5% of females required calving assistance
• 50% of producers considered hanging calves effective to resuscitate them
• 97% of producers checked to see if calves received colostrum



Western Canadian Cow-Calf 
Surveillance NetworkCanadian Cow-Calf Surveillance Network



www.beefresearch.ca

http://www.beefresearch.ca/


Webinars



www.beefresearch.ca



Record Keeping & Benchmarking
Try the Cow-Calf Production Indicators Calculator



• Painful practices are a public 
trust issue

• Affordable, convenient pain 
drugs are new

• Are they effective in reducing 
castration pain in beef calves?

• YES. 



Pain Control Products Licensed and Available for Beef Cattle in Canada*

Drug Brand Name
Route of Administration 

for Beef Cattle
Label Claim in Beef 

Cattle
Local anesthetics (eliminate all feeling)

Lidocaine

Lido-2

Injection
For epidural, nerve 
block or infiltration 
anesthesia

Lidocaine HCl 2% and 
Epinephrine Injection
Lidocaine HCL 2% with 
Epinephrine 1:100,000
Lidocaine Neat
Lurocaine

Analgesics (anti-inflammatories for post-operative pain control)

Metacam® 20

As an aid in improving 
appetite and weight 
gains when 
administered at the 
onset of diarrhoea, in 
combination with oral 
rehydration therapy, in 
calves over one week of 
age. 

For relief of pain 
following de-budding of 
h  b d   l  l  
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Environmental sustainability

• Industry investment in environmental sustainability was historically 
low

• Limited producer funds were invested in research to benefit 
producers’ bottom lines

• Environmental research was viewed as a public good, so
• We let the public funders fund the public good research, and
• We stayed out of it.



How things have changed
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Topics:
1. Greenhouse Gases and 

Carbon Sequestration
2. Animal Health and 

Welfare
3. Land Use and Biodiversity
4. Water
5. Beef Quality & Food 

Safety
6. Human Health & Safety
7. Technology

Greenhouse Gas and Carbon Sequestration Goals
• Safeguard the existing 1.5 billion tonnes of Carbon stored 

on lands managed with beef cattle

• Sequester an additional 3.4 million tonnes of Carbon every 
year

• Reduce primary production GHG emission intensity by 
33% by 2030 

Land Use and Biodiversity Goals
• Maintain the 35 million acres of native grassland in the care 

of beef producers

• Maintain a network of natural landscapes and healthy 
functioning ecosystems through well-managed grazing 
systems that maintain sustainable plant communities and 
healthy rangelands 
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Questions?

www.BeefResearch.ca

Stay connected:

@BeefResearch

facebook.com/BeefResearch

beefresearch.ca/blog/subscribe

youtube.com/BeefResearch

Sign up for CCA’s Action News at 
www.cattle.ca

http://www.beefresearch.ca/
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