




WGRF Overview 
• Federally Registered NFP. Charitable Status
• Board of Directors = 18 farmers
• Research funding focus
• $15M Five-year average funding
• 172 Projects, 15 Crops, 5 Clusters
• Capacity funding
• $53M Research Funding Next Four Years



Research Focus 



Priority Funding Areas



Funding Process
• Participate in established, science-based 

competitive processes consistent with 
WGRF research priorities

• WGRF does not accept research proposals 
directly 



Research Chair in Cropping Systems 
(Dr. Linda Gorim)

Systems/Integrated Agronomy Chair 
(Dr. Maryse Bourgault) 

Two Research Chairs 
(Dr. Mario Tenuta and TBD) 



• Phase 2 launched in April 2019 
• $24 M to expand research capacity 
(equipment & infrastructure) 



$300,000/yr
in Graduate 
Scholarships 



WGRF Over 40 Years 



Current Clusters (2018-2023)
• WGRF invested in 5 Clusters
• Leading Integrated Crop Agronomy Cluster
• 11 industry partners & AAFC
• $9 M over five years
• 3 cross cutting themes: Resiliency to Climate 

Change, Sustainable Cropping Systems and 
Knowledge & Technology Transfer



Integrated Crop Agronomy Cluster



Integrated Crop Agronomy Cluster
- Cropping systems and crop sequencing
- Pest threats: insects, weeds and diseases 

common to multiple crops
- Reducing risks associated with sprayer 

technologies
- Knowledge and technology transfer



WGRF Over 40 Years 



WGRF Looking Forward 
• $53M Research Funding Next Four Years
• Projects, Programs, Infrastructure and 

Clusters
• Future changes in crop production on 

prairie farms and implications for research
• Amaethon Report (on WGRF website)
• Survey of 187 participants
• Additional consultations summer/fall 2021



Thank you
Garth Patterson, M.Sc. P Ag

Executive Director
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