December 1, 2025 GEM Digest of the Month

Published monthly since December 2009

The Gender Equality Mainstreaming (GEM) Digest provides a compilation of
information and articles gathered on an ongoing basis on gender equality
mainstreaming within agriculture, scientific research, rural development,
climate change, organizational development and international development.
Information is shared with members, colleagues, scientific societies and diverse
organizations.

The views and opinions presented are not necessarily representative of the
editor.

If you have information to share, please send it to dinah.ceplis@gmail.com to
compile and re-distribute once a month.

Dinah Ceplis, P.Ag. (Ret.), FGhIH, FAIC, (Volunteer Editor)

Py B . s v g

Red squirrel Tamiasciurus hudsonicus sitting on snow-
covered rock. Credit D. Ceplis.

B

Contents
Opportunities and Coming Events

1. Fund for Innovation and Transformation — ENd of Program SUINVEY.........cccocuiiiieciiie ettt et e et e e e e e e 2
2. Build Your Career in COmMMUNILY & AGFICUITUIE .....oiiciiiie ettt e ettt e et e e e et e e e e ettt e e e eeaaaeeeesaseeeesnsaeeesansseeesnsseeenan 3
S T o [0 ] o] [ ool Y ol U= Yo [ gl o o [T ot APPSR 3

This Month’s News

1. Ottawa cutting foreign aid and research spending back to pre-pandemic level.........ccoceeoiiiiiciie e, 3
2. Carney says Canada upholding values but drops talk of ‘feminist foreign PoliCy’........coeeciiriiciiii e 4
3.  Manitoba women lead the charge in agriculture and fOOd..........ccuii i e 4
4.  Five ways COP30 could advance gender and climate JUSTICE ...ccccuvviiieiiiiiiiiiee ettt e e e e e eavee e e 4
5. Row over definition of ‘gender’ hangs over COP30 plans to SUPPOIrt WOMEN .......ccocviiieeiiiieeiiiieeeecieeeeecireeessvreeeesaaee e 4
6. Food and climate at COP30: 5 things to WatCh in BElEM .......cc.ueviiiiecee ettt s saee e e e 5
7.  Gates Foundation Announces New Commitment for Smallholder Farmers on the Frontlines of Extreme Weather......... 5
8. Don't hold gender hostage — champions and blockers at COP30..........ciiiiiiiiiiiiiie et e e e e sae e e e sareee e 5
9. UN staffers depart Manhattan's urban canyons for Kenya's leafy capital ........cccceeviiiiiiiiiiii i 6
10. Clean Cooking Is @ Win for Climate and WellDEING ........cocuiiiiiiiii ittt e e bae e e e 6
11. Zanzibar’s ‘solar mamas’ are trained as technicians to help light up commMUNItIES.......ccccveveiiveiierccie e 6
12. Asia-Arab Parliamentarians Forge Regional Pathways for Gender Justice and Youth Empowerment.........ccccccceevveennee 7
13. Famine spreads t0 tWO MOIre areas iN SUAN .......ccuiiiiiiiiie ettt e st e e et tre e e e sata e e e eataeeesansaeeeensaeeesnsaaeesanssneenan 7
14. Opinion: Food Systems Are the Missing Link in Social DeVEloOPMENT...........eiiiiiiiiiiciee e 7
15. US aid cuts uproot Uganda’s emerging 'miracle tree' Market.........ccocueeecuieeiceeiiie e see e steeere et e e e e neeesaeee s 8


mailto:dinah.ceplis@gmail.com

16.
17.
18.
19.
20.

Aquaculture, gender and adaptation: Lessons from Thailand and Vietnam...........cccccovviiiiiiiii e 8

The young lawyer taking Pakistan to court over its unfair ‘period tax ......cccceeeecciiieee e 8
Three countries boost family planning funding in ‘powerful shift from dependency’ in Africa after aid cuts ............... 9
Could Malawi’s landmark abortion ruling save lives — and public funds? ..........cccooiii i, 9
Born in the forest: the women giving birth alone in the Kashmiri mountains.........ccccoecviieiiciiee e, 10

Reports, Publications, Resources

© 0 N O Uk w N

10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.

16.
17.
18.

ClimMate NEgOtiationNs GIOSSANY .....uuiiiiiiiiiiiiiie sttt ettt et e e ettt e e e st e e s sa bt e e s s b eeeesssstaeeesssseeeeasnsaeeessbeeesasseeeesnsenessnnsens 10
What's at Stake for Climate Change Adaptation at COP 307 ......c.uuiiiiiiieiiiiee ettt eree e s rree e s s e e s bee e s s sree e e e aneeas 10
What’s at Stake for Transition Away From Fossil FUEIS @t COP 30 ........coeiiiiiiiiiiiiee ettt e et e e e e 10
The Women and GENAEr CONSTITUBNCY .....ciiiiciiiieiciiee et e cecte e e eette e e setreeeestteeeeetbteeesastaeesessaeesasteaessastasessassesessasseeessanes 11
Feminist Leadership @t COP30 .........uiiiiiiiee ettt e ettt e e e et e e e e ebt e e e e ebteeeeebteeeeebeeeeeaabeeeaeanseseeaanssssasanstasasassnsessasteeesane 11
Book: On Behalf of My Delegation (SeCoNd EdItiON) .......ccciieiciieiiiicciee ettt sre e etre e ste e st e esta e e s taeesaaeesraeesaeesasaeenes 11
Working Paper: Navigating the politics of backlash: LGBTQ+ rights and the Family Protection Bill in Kenya .................. 12
Working Paper: Navigating the politics of backlash: women's rights & repealing the FGM ban in The Gambia.............. 12
New Family Planning report warns of growing impact from donor government funding .........c.ccocveeeiieeecceee e 12
Leaders sign declaration on hunger, poverty, and people-centered climate action.........ccccveeeeeiieicciiiiieeeec e, 12
COP30 Food Systems Transformation Science and Philanthropy Advisory Group .......cccecceeeeeciieeiecieee e ecieee s 13
Changing Women'’s Lives Through Financial Innovation- Session ReCOrding.........cccecveevrieinieiniieeniieenieeniee e 13
Bl T o [O TR T =] [ V=4 RR 13
"Little Data" Equals Big Gains fOr WOMEN FArmMEIS......ccccuiiii ittt eetee ettt e e e tee e e e e tae e e e eabee e e esaaae e e eeabaee e eentaeaeennrenas 13

Bridging policy and practice for inclusive climate adaptation in the Philippines: Insights from Quezon and Batangas
14

A review of gender integration in African food-system policies: insights from Nigeria, Tanzania, Egypt and Kenya...14
Equity, Diversity, and Inclusivity: Perspectives from Women in SOil SCIENCE ......cccvvvieeciiieiciee e 15

The Matilda Effect: How Women Are Becoming Invisible in SCIENCE........coiviiiiiiiiiiii s 15

GO to Top. +++++tt+ttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttttt bttt

Opportunities and Coming Events

1. Fund for Innovation and Transformation - End of Program Survey

Have your say about FIT https://mailchi.mp/fit-fit/end-of-program-survey-2025

Take the survey here https://app.kinaki.ca/survey/8903762154

FIT home page https://www.fit-fit.ca/

The Fund for Innovation and Transformation (FIT), a national program of the Inter-Council Network of Provincial and
Regional Councils for International Cooperation in Canada, invites you to participate in its end of program survey. Your
responses will help us better understand the experiences of Canadian small and medium-sized organizations (SMOs)
interested in innovative solutions in the Global South, as well as the availability of funding for this type of work.

All responses are anonymous. The survey takes about 10 minutes to complete (up to 23 questions). If you have any
questions, please reach out to info@fit-fit.ca. Please complete it by Friday December 12, 2025.


https://mailchi.mp/fit-fit/end-of-program-survey-2025
https://app.kinaki.ca/survey/8903762154
https://www.fit-fit.ca/
mailto:info@fit-fit.ca
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2. Build Your Career in Community & Agriculture
https://mwaf.ca/ and https://www.agdays.com/

Manitoba Women in Agriculture & Food (MWAF) is pleased to partner with Manitoba Beef & Forage Initiatives (MBFI) to
bring you: YOUR WAY FORWARD: BUILDING YOUR CAREER AND COMMUNITY IN AGRICULTURE at AG DAYS on THURSDAY,
JANUARY 22, 2026, in Brandon, Manitoba. This will be a free morning session for women in agriculture offering networking
and discussions about careers, mentorship and entrepreneurship.

Hear from women leaders and entrepreneurs in the industry and join in round table discussions on topics that help you
advance your career or business, such as building your network, mentorship, advice for launching your business enterprise,
how to gain career experience in ag and navigate early or mid-career changes, and building your brand.
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3. Equitable Access to Reading Project

https://scwist.ca/programs/equitable-access-to-reading-project/

In October, SCWIST [Society for Canadian Women in Science and Technology] officially launched the Equitable Access to
Reading Project (EARP). Funded by the Government of Canada, EARP is dedicated to increasing the availability of high-
quality, alternate format reading materials.

Over the next two years, SCWIST will curate a collection of 2,500 STEM [science, technology, engineering, and
mathematics] and STEAM [science, technology, engineering, arts, and mathematics] books for Kindergarten to Grade 12
readers who are low vision, blind, or have print disabilities.

If you’re an author, teacher, librarian or anyone interested in getting involved with EARP, visit the SCWIST website or email
SCWIST's Senior Manager of Youth Engagement.

GO to Top. +++++++++++ttttttttttttttttttttttttt bttt

This Month’s News

1. Ottawa cutting foreign aid and research spending back to pre-

pandemic level
https://www.thecanadianpressnews.ca/politics/ottawa-cutting-foreign-aid-and-research-spending-back-to-pre-pandemic-
level/article 9f27401b-96b1-5925-8f2d-dd5243505c0d.html

Te Carney government laid out plan to cut the foreign aid budget to a level in line with Canada's pre-pandemic allocations
— despite promising during the election not to cut back aid. Tuesday's budget forecasts $2.7 billion in cuts over four years,
which will affect things like global health projects. Ottawa is also withdrawing some support for a world-renowned aid
research centre. The government has not stated the size of this year's aid budget and aid groups say Canada is pulling back
from its strengths on the global stage. It's not clear where the aid cuts will land.

Canada spent $6 billion on aid in the last reported fiscal year ending in March 2024, along with $2.6 billion for international
financial assistance such as loans for Ukraine. Total spending on all aid-related files — including support for refugees in
Canada and development grants — came to $12.3 billion in the last reported fiscal year.
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2. Carney says Canada upholding values but drops talk of ‘feminist
foreign policy’

https://www.ctvnews.ca/montreal/article/carney-says-canada-upholding-values-but-drops-talk-of-feminist-foreign-policy/

Prime Minister Mark Carney says Canada no longer has a feminist foreign policy, but still wants to uphold values on the
world stage that include LGBTQ+ rights and combating violence against women.

His comments illustrate a shift in rhetoric from the government of Justin Trudeau, which repeatedly called itself a feminist
government. Trudeau had published a feminist foreign-aid policy, and his government declared having a feminist foreign
policy, though it never published a document outlining how that operates.

As Canada seeks more trade, including with governments that don’t prioritize gender equality, Carney says it’s part of
Canada’s policy to try making progress by discussing strategies and approaches toward equality.

Carney says Canada still needs to make progress on gender-based violence at home, and said Ottawa can work with other
countries to create a safer world for women. He also said that Canada’s relations with the European Union are
“unmatched” because of shared values that include sustainability, gender equality and LGBTQ+ rights.
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3. Manitoba women lead the charge in agriculture and food

https://www.portageonline.com/articles/manitoba-women-lead-the-charge-in-agriculture-and-food

Manitoba’s agriculture industry is seeing a growing presence of women in leadership and on the ground. Jill Verwey, a
Portage-area farmer and president of Keystone Agricultural Producers, says women’s contributions are increasingly visible
across the sector.
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4. Five ways COP30 could advance gender and climate justice
https://odi.org/en/insights/five-ways-cop30-could-advance-gender-and-climate-justice/

There’s much that leaders and negotiators convening in Brazil could do to further both gender equality and climate action.
I’ll be watching for five outcomes.

e First, leaders must give a meaningful, collective response to the gap between the Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDCs) and the goals of the Paris Agreement.

e Second, COP30 needs to take a decision on just transition pathways that meaningfully incorporates gender- and
human rights-based approaches.

e Third, COP30 must adopt gender-responsive indicators for measuring progress toward achieving the Global Goal on
Adaptation.

e Fourth, women should be prioritised and given access to climate finance and technology.

e Finally, COP30 needs to adopt a new, sufficiently ambitious Gender Action Plan (GAP).
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5. Row over definition of ‘gender’ hangs over COP30 plans to support

women
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2025/nov/13/row-over-definition-of-gender-hangs-over-cop30-plans-to-

support-women

A row over the definition of the term “gender” threatens to bog down pivotal talks at the COP30 climate summit. Before the
UN talks in Brazil, hardline conservative states have pushed to define gender as “biological sex” over their concerns trans
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and non-binary people could be included in a major plan to ensure climate action addresses gender inequality and
empowers women. Gender rights advocates said the move would backslide on decade-old language within the UN system.

At COP30, countries are due to agree on a gender action plan to mainstream the experiences of women in climate action,
and make the design of climate policy more inclusive. Many countries are now preparing to fend off attempts to narrowly
define the term “gender” in the plan.
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6. Food and climate at COP30: 5 things to watch in Belém

https://www.devex.com/news/food-and-climate-at-cop30-5-things-to-watch-in-belem-111219

Food and agriculture advocates say they’ll be watching closely to see whether heads of state elevate issues such as hunger,
agriculture resilience, or food-related greenhouse gas emissions in their opening remarks. Here are five things we're
watching in Belém:

e  Will climate financing shift from mitigation to adaptation?

e Who will pay for the Baku-to-Belém road map?

e  Will countries feature food systems in their NDCs?

e How do we balance anti-deforestation with food production?
e Declarations on hunger, fertilizers, and land use.
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7. Gates Foundation Announces New Commitment for Smallholder

Farmers on the Frontlines of Extreme Weather
https://www.gatesfoundation.org/ideas/media-center/press-releases/2025/11/smallholder-farmers-investment-cop30

Announced at COP30 in Belém, Brazil, where leaders are emphasizing locally driven adaptation, the four-year, $1.4 billion
investment will expand access to innovations that help farmers across sub-Saharan Africa and South Asia adapt to extreme
weather. The foundation’s new investment will scale farmer-led, evidence-backed innovations that strengthen rural
livelihoods and food systems amid growing climate threats. It will expand technologies and approaches already showing
results, including:

e Digital advisory services: Mobile apps, SMS, and other platforms that deliver timely, tailored information to help
farmers make informed planting decisions and manage risk, including support for the AIM for Scale initiative, which
aims to reach 100 million farmers across Africa, Asia, and Latin America by 2030

e Climate-resilient crops and livestock: Varieties that withstand drought, heat, and emerging pests while improving
yields and nutrition

e Soil health innovations: Approaches that restore degraded land, enhance productivity, and reduce emissions—
supported by a $30 million partnership with the Novo Nordisk Foundation to advance soil science research
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8. Don’t hold gender hostage - champions and blockers at COP30

https://www.context.news/socioeconomic-inclusion/opinion/dont-hold-gender-hostage-champions-and-blockers-at-cop30

Gender equality is being sidelined at the climate summit - here's who's defending it, who's dismantling it, and what's at
stake.

The champions. The European Union (EU) and the Alliance of Small Island States are familiar champions, often joined by the
Independent Association of Latin America and the Caribbean and the Least Developed Countries Group. New champions are
also emerging. Under President Luiz Indcio Lula da Silva, Brazil has become an advocate for gender equality.
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What are the champions calling for? Strong, clear commitments linking gender equality to climate action that are
timebound, supported and crucially, those commitments consider everyone: men, women, boys, girls and structurally
marginalised groups such as LGBTQ+ people.

What are the blockers proposing? Attempts to water down agreed terms — changing ‘gender’ to ‘sex,” and dropping ‘gender
mainstreaming,” ‘intersectionality’ and ‘diversity’ altogether. These sound like minor edits, but they weaken accountability,
permit the continued exclusion and marginalization of large groups of people, and challenge the idea of gender equality as a
norm or even an aspiration.

When ‘gender’ is replaced by ‘sex’, it unravels years of progress on gender equality and inclusive climate policy. ‘Gender
equality’ looks at how power works in society. ‘Sex’ refers to biological categories, which is far too limited. When terms like
‘sex’ or ‘women’ are used in outcome texts, a lot of people get left out.
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9. UN staffers depart Manhattan's urban canyons for Kenya's leafy capital

https://www.devex.com/news/un-staffers-depart-manhattan-s-urban-canyons-for-kenya-s-leafy-capital-111194

U.N. agencies have been looking to save money by accelerating the transfer of staff to more affordable cities in the global
south, especially in Africa. UNICEF, the U.N. Population Fund, and UN Women are transferring several hundred staffers from
New York to Nairobi, Kenya, in part to save money, but also to station its workers closer to the beneficiaries of U.N.
programs.

African governments welcome the effort to bolster the U.N.’s presence in Africa at the same time that they have expressed
concerns that a U.N. reform effort, known as UN80, combined with extensive U.N. layoffs, will ultimately reduce U.N.
support for key African priorities, including development and peacekeeping.
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10. Clean Cooking Is a Win for Climate and Wellbeing

https://cleancooking.org/news/clean-cooking-is-a-win-for-climate-and-wellbeing

At the Clean Cooking Alliance, we are laser-focused on a solution that covers both climate action and human prosperity:
modern stoves and clean fuels for cooking.

Currently, around 2.1 billion people worldwide face energy poverty when it comes to cooking, and must rely on burning
wood, charcoal, coal, or kerosene in smoky fires and inefficient stoves. Cooking this way releases 1 gigaton of climate-
harming emissions every year and also undermines the ability of families to thrive in the face of climate-related risks, such
as dangerous temperatures.

On the economic front, Gates points out that expanding people’s access to electricity is a necessary step to creating jobs
and wealth, even as decarbonizing the grid remains an important goal. Clean cooking is one of many global investments we
need to make to reduce emissions and adapt to climate change. It’s an especially compelling solution because it doesn’t
require a choice between climate and wellbeing: it strengthens both.
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11. Zanzibar’s ‘solar mamas’ are trained as technicians to help light

up communities
https://www.euronews.com/green/2025/11/16/zanzibars-solar-mamas-are-trained-as-technicians-to-help-light-up-
communities

Dozens of “solar mamas” have been trained in Zanzibar by Barefoot College International, a global nonprofit, through a
program that brings light to rural communities and provides jobs for local women. So far in Zanzibar, it has lit 1,845 homes.

6


https://www.devex.com/news/un-staffers-depart-manhattan-s-urban-canyons-for-kenya-s-leafy-capital-111194
https://cleancooking.org/news/clean-cooking-is-a-win-for-climate-and-wellbeing
https://www.euronews.com/green/2025/11/16/zanzibars-solar-mamas-are-trained-as-technicians-to-help-light-up-communities
https://www.euronews.com/green/2025/11/16/zanzibars-solar-mamas-are-trained-as-technicians-to-help-light-up-communities

The programme selects middle-aged women, most with little or no formal education, from villages without electricity and
trains them over six months to become solar power technicians. It is one of a small number of programmes in Africa,
including Solar Sister.

The women return to their communities with at least 50 sets of household solar panel kits as well as the skills and
equipment to set them up and keep them running.

Barefoot College International focuses on middle-aged women because they tend to have the strongest links to their
communities, while not often involved in intensive childcare.
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12. Asia-Arab Parliamentarians Forge Regional Pathways for Gender

Justice and Youth Empowerment
https://www.ipsnews.net/2025/11/asia-arab-parliamentarians-forge-regional-pathways-for-gender-justice-and-youth-

empowerment

Inclusive legislation, empowered youth, and anti-violence policies are inseparable aspects of sustainable development and
were the key messages at a conference of the Inter-Regional Meeting of Asian and Arab Parliamentarians on Population and
Development held in Cairo on October 24, 2025.

The forum spotlighted urgent regional collaboration on sexual and reproductive health, youth inclusion, gender-based
violence, and sustainable development. The gathering underlined the pressing need for legislative reform and multi-sector
engagement to tackle complex social challenges amid shifting demographics and development imperatives.
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13. Famine spreads to two more areas in Sudan
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/global-health/terror-and-security/sudan-war-famine-el-fasher-kadugli-ipc-united-nations/

Famine has gripped two more war-torn regions of Sudan as fighting intensifies and thousands edge closer to starvation, the
UN-backed global hunger monitor warned on Monday. The Integrated Food Security Phase Classification (IPC) — the leading
UN-backed international authority on hunger crises — described the situation as a “man-made emergency”.

The announcement marks only the sixth time famine has been declared since the IPC was established in 2004, most recently
in parts of Gaza earlier this year. The latest declaration covers two towns in Sudan: El Fasher in North Darfur and Kadugli in
South Kordofan province. Twenty other areas across Darfur and Kordofan are also at heightened risk of famine, the report
says.
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14. Opinion: Food Systems Are the Missing Link in Social

Development
https://www.ipsnews.net/2025/10/food-systems-are-the-missing-link-in-social-development/

Food systems sustain half the world’s population — around 3.8 billion people — through farming, processing, transport, and
retail, most of it informal and rural. Across low-income countries, agriculture and food processing remain the single largest
source of livelihoods.

By linking pastoralist value chains to markets and building skills for youth in food production and trade, food systems can
turn subsistence into sustainable, resilient futures. This shift matters: food systems can and must become a primary engine
of decent, dignified employment in the global economy — particularly for women and youth.
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However, to be impactful, at scale, and long-lasting, food system interventions must be guided by strong political vision and
coordinated through inclusive governance — bringing women, youth, and marginalized groups into decision-making. When
communities most affected by policies help shape them, the results are more effective and more enduring.

What if we reimagined the role of food in social policy? Instead of responding to food crises as humanitarian emergencies,
we could invest in food systems as the foundation of long-term social development.
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15. US aid cuts uproot Uganda’s emerging 'miracle tree' market
https://www.devex.com/news/us-aid-cuts-uproot-uganda-s-emerging-miracle-tree-market-111233

About 250 moringa farmers in western Uganda whose livelihoods were upended by the dismantling of USAID, according to
Teddy Ruge, founder and CEO of Raintree Farms, a Ugandan moringa growing and processing business working with USAID
and international development organization RTI International.

But Uganda’s small-scale producers have long struggled with low yields, high production costs, and limited processing
facilities. USAID funding had begun to close some of these gaps with organic cultivation training and the provision of tools
and seedlings.

A broader push toward agricultural diversification in Uganda was supported by USAID’s Feed the Future initiative. Since
2011, Feed the Future sought to reduce hunger and poverty through agriculture-led economic growth. The program has
lifted an estimated 23 million people out of poverty worldwide and generated $28 billion in agricultural sales, according to
the U.S. Mission in Uganda. Feed the Future — which is now mostly defunct as part of the Trump administration’s cutting of
USAID — helped farmers in Uganda adopt improved seeds and irrigation systems, supported value-chain development, and
built resilience against drought.

Not everyone sees the loss of such aid as a crisis. Maj. Gen. David Kasura Kyomukama, permanent secretary in Uganda’s
Ministry of Agriculture, Animal Industry, and Fisheries, said the country’s agriculture is “thriving” despite U.S. aid cuts.
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16. Aquaculture, gender and adaptation: Lessons from Thailand and

Vietnam
https://idrc-crdi.ca/en/research-in-action/aquaculture-gender-and-adaptation-lessons-thailand-and-vietham

To respond to these challenges, an IDRC-supported team of researchers is working with farmers inland and in coastal
regions across Thailand and the Red River Delta region of Vietnam to assess the nature-based solutions they are using to
create climate-resilient aquaculture systems, inspired by both tradition and technology. Initial research findings offer a
grounded view into how people in aquaculture communities — especially poor women within specific ethnic groups — are
adapting to change and reshaping local ecologies. The findings shed light not only on women’s roles in aquaculture and the
power dynamics between men and women, but on the promises and perils nature-based solutions hold as a development
model. Results aim to determine which solutions work and which don’t, helping aquaculture systems adapt to changing
ecological and social conditions.
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17. The young lawyer taking Pakistan to court over its unfair ‘period

tax’
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2025/nov/03/the-young-lawyer-taking-pakistan-to-court-over-its-
unfair-period-tax
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Mahnoor Omer is challenging the country’s “period tax”, which sees only a small proportion of women in Pakistan able to
buy sanitary pads thanks to high taxes and duties which, according to UNICEF, can add up to 40% to the retail price. One
study found that only 16.2% of women in rural areas used pads due to the cost.

The Pakistan government exempts “essential goods” from tax — currently the list includes items such as cattle semen, milk
and cheese. So why, asked Omer, are the sanitary pads that are needed monthly by many of the country’s 109 million
women classed as non-essential and taxed as luxury goods alongside perfumes and cosmetics?

Backing Omer’s legal effort is Mahwari Justice, a youth-led organisation that provides health education and distributes
menstrual products in poorer communities.
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18. Three countries boost family planning funding in ‘powerful shift

from dependency’ in Africa after aid cuts
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2025/nov/12/african-countries-boost-family-planning-funding-in-shift-

from-dependency-after-aid-cuts

Several African governments are boosting funding for family planning programmes as cuts in foreign aid threaten decades
of reproductive health progress and access to birth control for millions of women and girls.

Zambia, Zimbabwe and the Democratic Republic of the Congo (DRC) are the latest to announce increased budgets for family
planning supplies and services.

More than 80% of donor funding for family planning comes from countries that have announced they are cutting aid
budgets, according to a report released on Nov. 04 by the global partnership FP2030.
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19. Could Malawi’s landmark abortion ruling save lives — and public

funds?
https://www.devex.com/news/could-malawi-s-landmark-abortion-ruling-save-lives-and-public-funds-111289

Malawi could save thousands of dollars in postabortion care and treatment following the recent High Court groundbreaking
decision that gives survivors of sexual violence the right to access safe abortion services.

The ruling, which follows a claim by a 14-year-old girl who was denied an abortion after being raped, determined that
refusing to provide abortion to survivors of sexual violence was in violation of Malawi's Gender Equality Act and has far-
reaching implications for women’s health and rights.

Makiya said while the Gender Equality Act guarantees access to sexual and reproductive health services, the ruling marks a
significant advancement in protecting the sexual and reproductive health rights of women and girls in a country where
unsafe abortions are a leading cause of maternal deaths and injuries.

About 53% of pregnancies in Malawi are unintended, while 60% of self-induced abortions end in complications that require
medical attention. Unintended pregnancies are also a leading cause for child marriages, with UNICEF estimating that 9% of
girls in Malawi are married by the age of 15, and around 42% by the age of 18.
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20. Born in the forest: the women giving birth alone in the Kashmiri

mountains
https://www.theguardian.com/global-development/2025/nov/14/healthcare-kashmir-mountains-giving-birth-alone-gujjar-
bakarwal-pastoralists-maternal-mortality

The 3,500-metre-high Pir Panjal pass, also called Peer Ki Gali, connects the Jammu region to the Kashmir valley via the
centuries-old Mughal Road, and each year when the snow melts, nearly a million nomadic Gujjar and Bakarwal herders set
out with their goats, sheep and horses on journeys that can last months.

For those who are pregnant during the migration, heavy loads still have to be carried, and rest found in tents pitched on
wet ground. Babies are born under trees, by riverbanks or in forest shelters.

The gap in healthcare is compounded by poverty, early marriage and malnutrition. Many women, particularly girls who
married young, enter pregnancy undernourished and physically underdeveloped, which increases the risk of maternal and
neonatal complications. Pilot projects in Mongolia, Ethiopia and Somalia have attempted to address the lack of resources
for nomadic women.
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Reports, Publications, Resources

1. Climate Negotiations Glossary

https://www.iisd.org/articles/deep-dive/climate-negotiations-glossary

Concise definitions of key terms and acronyms used in the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change
(UNFCCC) climate change negotiations and beyond.
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2. What's at Stake for Climate Change Adaptation at COP 30?

https://www.iisd.org/articles/explainer/climate-change-adaptation-cop-30

For years, progress on climate change adaptation has been slow to materialize, with most of the attention during United
Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) negotiations focused on efforts to reduce emissions. But
adaptation is in the spotlight at this year’s UN Climate Change Conference in Belém, Brazil, with some even calling it “the
adaptation COP.” Our experts explain why COP 30 is so important for climate change adaptation efforts, and where we
need to see progress.

Ensuring that adaptation action is gender-responsive: It is well established that adaptation efforts will not be effective if
they do not address gender and social inequalities that exacerbate vulnerability.
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3. What'’s at Stake for Transition Away From Fossil Fuels at COP 30

https://www.iisd.org/articles/insight/whats-stake-transition-away-fossil-fuels-cop-30

Two years after governments at the 28th UN Climate Change Conference (COP 28) pledged to transition away from fossil
fuels, that promise is hanging in the balance. COP 30 in Belém will test whether countries can turn words into action by
aligning financial flows, raising ambition in their nationally determined contributions (NDCs), and ensuring the transition is
just and inclusive.

Gender and Inclusion
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The COP 30 Action Agenda places inclusion at the centre of the conference’s political focus, linking gender equality, decent
work, and social justice with climate and energy policy. As countries accelerate the clean energy transition, many are
recognizing that energy policies often overlook the needs of women, youth, and marginalized communities. Gender-
responsive approaches in the JTWP, the COP 30 cover text, NDCs, and national policies can better reflect these realities and
ensure that the benefits of the transition are shared equitably.
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4. The Women and Gender Constituency

https://womengenderclimate.org/

The newly redeveloped Women and Gender Constituency (WGC) website is now launched. On the website, you'll find
WGC'’s COP30-related updates and collective priorities, Gender Just Climate Solutions, resources and trainings, and
information about the member network.

We amplify the voices of women, girls, and gender-diverse people in global climate policy. At the UN Climate Change
negotiations, we fight to ensure gender justice is central to climate action.

The site is currently available in English, French, Spanish, and Portuguese.
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5. Feminist Leadership at COP30

https://wedo.org/wedo-at-cop30/

At COP30, governments are expected to adopt a renewed Gender Action Plan (GAP), a critical mechanism to ensure gender
equality and women'’s rights are embedded across all areas of climate action. But the GAP is just one part of a broader
feminist agenda that WEDO and our partners are advancing. Together, these priorities chart a path from commitment to
implementation, from policy to practice that improves people’s lives and strengthens planetary resilience.

WEDO’s COP30 Guide

This guide outlines WEDQ’s key messages and negotiating priorities for COP30, highlights the delegation and partners we’re
supporting on the ground, and shares where you can find us throughout the two weeks in Belém. It connects what’s being
negotiated at COP30, from the Gender Action Plan to just transition, adaptation, finance, and data, with what feminist
climate justice looks like in practice.
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6. Book: On Behalf of My Delegation (Second Edition)

https://www.iisd.org/books/on-behalf-my-delegation-second-edition

This “Survival Guide” exists to empower those individuals—whether they are primarily meteorologists, environmentalists,
policy-makers and scientists, who have to don the garb of a “negotiator” at the talks or professional negotiators with little
understanding of the variety of issues that arise in a climate change negotiation. This practical manual explains the
substance and procedures of climate talks, mixing theory with practical tips, ideas with material for further research, and
words with figures.

Written with special consideration for negotiators from the Global South—who arrive at climate COPs with fewer resources
and colleagues than the delegations of the Global North—but with accessible definitions and advice for all, this second
edition of On Behalf of My Delegation ensures negotiators are equipped to make an impact in negotiations for our very
survival.
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7. Working Paper: Navigating the politics of backlash: LGBTQ+ rights and

the Family Protection Bill in Kenya
https://odi.org/en/publications/navigating-the-politics-of-backlash-lgbtg-rights-and-the-family-protection-bill-in-kenya/

While Kenya has been a hotspot for the ‘African values’ debate around LGBTQ+ rights for at least two decades, international
anti-rights movements are exerting an increasingly strong influence, and this research sets out to understand the
stakeholder motivations and influences that led to the presentation of the Bill. The paper employs a political economy
analysis to complement activist interviews to map the dynamics and subsequent events, with the aim to support
international development actors seeking to better assess opportunities and obstacles to their initiatives on gender rights.
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8. Working Paper: Navigating the politics of backlash: women's rights &
repealing the FGM ban in The Gambia

https://odi.org/en/publications/navigating-the-politics-of-backlash-womens-rights-and-repealing-the-fgm-ban-in-the-

gambia/

What shaped the emergence of the initial ban on FGM, the bill to repeal it, and its subsequent defeat? Who were the
political and religious figureheads at the centre of the backlash? What was the wider contextual and cultural landscape
influencing stakeholder interests on both sides of the issue? What will happen when the Supreme Court hears the case to
decriminalise FGM later in 20257
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9. New Family Planning report warns of growing impact from donor

government funding
https://www.fp2030.0org/news/new-fp2030-report-warns-of-growing-impact-from-donor-government-funding/

As of July 2025, 394 million women of reproductive age were using a modern method of family planning, 101 million more
than in 2012. This significant progress is the result of global efforts to invest in equitable access to family planning
information and services—but there are already signs that funding cuts are creating barriers to services.

More than 80 percent of donor government funding for family planning comes from countries that have announced
significant cuts to their international aid budgets. Funding from the United States accounted for 41 percent of the total
annual family planning funding from 2020 to 2024. This U.S. family planning funding has essentially been eliminated.
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10. Leaders sign declaration on hunger, poverty, and people-

centered climate action
https://cop30.br/en/news-about-cop30/leaders-sign-declaration-on-hunger-poverty-and-people-centered-climate-action

On Friday, November 7, during the Belém Climate Summit, leaders from 43 countries and the European Union signed the
Belém Declaration on Hunger, Poverty, and People-Centered Climate Action. The document highlights the fact that the
effects of climate change are already severely impacting populations, especially the most vulnerable, and was endorsed by
44 parties.

"Climate change, environmental degradation, and biodiversity loss are worsening hunger, poverty, and food insecurity.
They are also compromising access to water, deteriorating health indicators, and increasing mortality rates. These issues are
deepening inequalities and threatening livelihoods, with a disproportionate impact on those already living in poverty or
vulnerability," states the text.
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In response, the declaration recommends that countries continue investing in mitigation, while giving greater priority to
adaptation—particularly human-centered measures such as social protection, crop insurance, and other instruments that
strengthen community resilience.

Additionally, the document calls for climate finance to focus on projects that generate opportunities, jobs, and livelihoods
for smallholder farmers, traditional communities, and forest peoples. Investments should be designed to promote a just
energy transition for these populations.

To monitor countries’ progress under the agreed terms, the text proposes eight measurable goals across the covered areas.
Among them are increasing social protection coverage by 2% per year and expanding the number of countries capable of
assessing and anticipating short- and long-term climate vulnerabilities.
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11. COP30 Food Systems Transformation Science and Philanthropy
Advisory Group

https://www.fst-spag.org/portfolio/tropical-livestock-cooperation-and-innovation-initiative

https://www.fst-spag.org/portfolio/portable-soil-testing-kits-and-blended-fertilisers-for-resilient-farming-in-sub-saharan-

africa

The COP30 Food Systems Transformation Science and Philanthropy Advisory Group, or FST-SPAG, was launched in March to
help identify science-backed, investable food systems projects for the official COP process. Its portfolio spans Africa, Latin
America, and Asia and is mobilizing about $522 million in targeted investment to scale proven, farmer-centered
innovations. On November 10, it launched its portfolio of investable solutions, which includes a tropical livestock
cooperation and innovation initiative and portable soil testing kits and blended fertilizers for African farmers.
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12. Changing Women’s Lives Through Financial Innovation- Session

Recording
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8jjFd1RxJnA

Connecting innovators with opportunities to talk about their work, share their learnings, and engage with a variety of
audiences is part of FIT’s program goals.

With November being Financial Literacy Month, it’s fitting to highlight FIT-funded innovators My Oral Village and New
Salone Woman Organization (Sierra Leone) who are collaborating to advance financial literacy and inclusion in Sierra Leone.
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13. The Equity Settings

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vuhKKY3Mlew

Questions of equity and fairness are close to our heart and top of mind in the day-to-day work we do in the development
sector. This animation prepared for the Inter-Council Network by SandBay Entertainment explores the theme of equity,
asking each of us to ponder how we're 'switched on' to the topic.
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14. "Little Data" Equals Big Gains for Women Farmers
https://www.fit-fit.ca/impact-stories/stories/10/little-data-equals-big-gains-for-women-farmers
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Supported by FIT, Coady International Institute and local partners including the Self-Employed Women's Association (SEWA)
and ICRAF (World Agroforestry Centre) are testing an innovation in India and Kenya respectively, that aims to position
smallholder women farmers at the centre of the value chain, examines barriers they face and helps identify strategies for
improving their position. By empowering women with financial literacy and giving them the tools to collect data and track
income and expenses, the innovation is attempting to improve farm productivity and income for women farmers, while
building their confidence and capacity to influence farming and marketing decisions.

The Leaky Bucket Tool is a participatory exercise that can be used by farmers with little or no formal education. It uses the
notion of a bucket with inflows (representing farm income) and leakages (representing expenses) to measure profitability.
It’s also designed to highlight the realities of smallholder family farming, gendered division of labour and inherent gender
inequalities.
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15. Bridging policy and practice for inclusive climate adaptation in
the Philippines: Insights from Quezon and Batangas

https://www.cgiar.org/news-events/news/bridging-policy-and-practice-for-inclusive-climate-adaptation-in-the-philippines-
insights-from-quezon-and-batangas

The agricultural sector in the Philippines stands at the frontline of climate change, where farmers and communities face
increasingly severe hazards such as typhoons, floods, droughts, and rising sea levels. These shocks not only threaten
productivity and livelihoods but also deepen long standing inequalities tied to gender, age, ethnicity, and poverty.
Smallholder farmers, Indigenous Peoples, women, and landless rural workers bear the brunt of climate risks, with limited
resources and decision-making power to adapt (Hellin et al., 2022; Petesch et al., 2023).

While national frameworks like the National Climate Change Action Plan (NCCAP) and the country’s Nationally Determined
Contributions (NDCs) highlight resilience goals, they often fall short of incorporating the lived realities of marginalized
communities. Top-down strategies risk overlooking the knowledge, skills, specific needs, and priorities of those most
vulnerable, and identification of the most appropriate climate adaptation pathways.

More recently, scholars and practitioners argue for a transformative adaptation approach—one that goes beyond
technocratic, incremental solutions. This approach demands addressing not just biophysical threats but also structural
inequities in governance and access (IPCC, 2022). In this context, Participatory Action Learning Strategy (PALS) emerges as a
pathway to ensure equity, justice, and sustainability in climate adaptation. Building on the climate resilience projects in the
Philippines supported by CGIAR (under the Climate Action Science Program) and ACIAR (under Small Research Activity, SRA),
this brief highlights how participatory action learning can be a tool to assess climate risks and offer inclusive solutions so
that the outcomes would be more meaningful, equitable, and sustainable. These highlights are drawn from our ongoing
work in Guinayangan, Quezon and San Pascual, Batangas in the Philippines.
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16. A review of gender integration in African food-system policies:

insights from Nigeria, Tanzania, Egypt and Kenya
https://hdl.handle.net/10568/174317

Abstract/Description

Ensuring gender equality is a crucial aspect of achieving development goals, particularly in low- and middle-income
countries (LMICs). Policymaking stands as a key avenue through which governments can actively pursue gender-responsive
development. In LMICs—where agriculture often plays a pivotal role in the economy, and rural livelihoods are closely tied to
food value chains—the integration of gender in agricultural and food-system policies is paramount. This is particularly true
for many African countries. Although many African governments have recognized the importance of gender equality in
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agricultural and related sectors, gender disparities still persist in these sectors. This study evaluates national policies across
various sectors in Nigeria, Tanzania, Egypt and Kenya, considering gender-based distinctions in the needs and priorities of
women and men. Employing tools adapted to the broader context of food systems, the analysis of 54 sectoral policy
documents reveals an encouraging pattern at first glance—that 89.9 percent of documents integrate gender considerations
and perspectives. However, we identify specific gaps in the integration of gender considerations in national policies related
to food systems, such as agriculture, livestock, and climate change. This could differentially affect how women and men
derive benefits from ongoing or future changes in the countries’ food systems.
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17. Equity, Diversity, and Inclusivity: Perspectives from Women in

Soil Science
https://site.pheedloop.com/event/EVEYHOPOMAGWN/home

In July 2025, the SOILS FOR OUR FUTURE 2025 Conference brought together three conference events in Winnipeg,
Manitoba: the 5th Global Soil Security Conference, the Canadian Society of Soil Science Annual Meeting, and the
International Union of Soil Sciences Division 1 - Soils In Space and Time Meeting. It was hosted by the Soil Conservation
Council of Canada and the Manitoba Soil Science Society. With over 700 researchers, industry members, leaders of farmer
organizations, graduate students and other attendees, the SOILS FOR OUR FUTURE 2025 Conference provided global
perspective to today’s research to sustain our future. About this session held on July 23, 2025:

Increasingly the role of equity, diversity, and inclusivity is being recognized as essential for advancing science, education,
and innovation to solve complex local and global challenges. While this recognition is critical, implementation of these
ideals is still ongoing and persons from under-represented groups face barriers and trade-offs as they navigate their careers.
Building on the efforts of many members working within our soil science societies, this session will create an intentional
space to discuss equity, diversity, and inclusivity through the lens of women researchers. A panel of women from a range of
research backgrounds and career paths in soil science will share their experiences, identify challenges, and emphasize
enabling strategies. Panel members:

e Afua Mante, Assistant Professor, Department of Soil Science, University of Manitoba

o Annemieke Farenhorst, Associate Vice-President Research and Professor, Department of Soil Science, University of
Manitoba

e Lana Shaw, Executive Director, South East Research Farm

e Maja Krizic, 3M National Teaching Fellow and Professor, Applied Biology/Forest and Conservation Sciences,
University of British Columbia

e Melissa Arcand, Associate Professor, Department of Soil Science, University of Saskatchewan
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18. The Matilda Effect: How Women Are Becoming Invisible in
Science

https://www.lostwomenofscience.org/news-events/the-matilda-effect-how-women-are-becoming-invisible-in-science

Numerous women scientists have suffered the same fate throughout history: their achievements have been forgotten,
sidelined or ignored in the history of science. This systematic discrimination is so widespread that it even has a name: the
Matilda effect. The phenomenon is named after the American suffragette, activist and sociologist Matilda Joslyn Gage. In
1870, she wrote a pamphlet entitled Woman as Inventor, condemning the then-widespread idea that women lacked
inventive drive and scientific talent.

But where did this lack of consideration for the work of women scientists come from? "l would say it's because women have
long been in positions where they couldn't act as study authors," says Hafner. That has slowly changed in the last few
decades. Before that, female scientists were mostly only given assistant positions or worked as secretaries and were not
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appointed deans or chair holders. In addition, they often had to take on the role of housewife and mother and were
generally taken less seriously than their male colleagues.

Another factor, according to Hafner, is that many women worked with their husbands, who were also scientists, and while
doing so, often did important work, it didn't end up being recognized—the achievements were attributed to their husbands
or colleagues.
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